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If medicated feed is delivered or used on the farm, a few simple Best Management Practices will help ensure that animals do not accidentally become contaminated with drug residues. 

Producers using medicated feeds must follow the same Best Management Practices for storage and administration that are required for other medications including following the label instructions and appropriate withdrawals for milk and/or meat.  Remember this includes all animals (e.g. calves). All medicated feeds must follow the Medicated Ingredient Brochure (developed from requirements set out in the Feeds Act), or be mixed according to a prescription from a licensed veterinarian. Medicated feeds must also be included on the List of Medicines and Chemicals Used for Livestock (Record 9). 

Producers that feed medicated feed to any group of animals must establish an SOP for feeding medicated feed, if the medication has a milk or meat withdrawal (e.g. Banminth has a meat withdrawal) or if the medication is prohibited for use in lactating cattle (e.g. Deccox in calf feed).  The SOP must contain enough information to ensure that someone feeding animals would not cause a hazard to milk or meat.  A sample form is provided in the Workbook (Record 7).  The same Best Management Practices that apply to livestock treatments, such as antibiotics, apply to medicated feeds.  Some Best Management Practices to consider are:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Clearly identify all medicated feed storage areas and feed bins for those that deliver feed (e.g. feed-truck drivers) and for those that use it (e g. employees). Medicated feed storage areas and bins must indicate that the feed is medicated and indicate the target group of animal the feed is intended for (numbering a bin is not adequate). This will ensure that medicated feed is delivered to the correct area or bin and it will also ensure that staff feed the medicated feed to the correct group of animals.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Follow recommended milk and meat withdrawal times for all feed medications and additives.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Use only approved feed medications and feed additives.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Use feed medication according to the label or written instructions from a veterinarian.
If Mixing Feed with Medication or Medicated Feed:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Follow feed mixing instructions to ensure correct amount of medication or medicated feed is used. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ensure feed is adequately mixed to prevent “hot spots” of medication. If feed is not mixed thoroughly, medication may be concentrated in pockets of the feed, resulting in some cattle getting higher doses of medication than other and potentially causing a meat or milk residue concern. Remember, the feed type (moisture, fibre length, quantity, etc) will impact mixing time. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ensure medicated feed is fed to the appropriate group of animals.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

After feeding a group of animals medicated feed, if the feed would cause a milk or meat withdrawal for the next group of animals to be fed, always have any remaining medicated feed in augers, bins, feed mixers, etc. flushed with ‘clean’ feed to ensure there is no co-mingling of ‘clean’ feed with medicated feed. Dispose of flushed feed. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

If medicated feed is mixed and/or fed to other species (e.g. chickens, hogs) on the farm and the same mixing and feeding equipment is used for cattle, prevent feeding residues to dairy animals by cleaning the equipment or flushing the equipment with clean feed. Dispose of flushed feed. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ensure all scales and metering devices used are calibrated annually.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have written procedures for: 

· Mixing, and, 

· Calibration of scales and metering devices.






