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2.


Reference manual section 5.2.2 Milking Animals with abnormal milk, page 5-6 and section 5.2.3 Milking Treated Animals, page 5-7.

Milk that is unfit for human consumption must be diverted from the bulk tank.  To prevent abnormal milk from entering the bulk tank, establish your SOP in the workbook to describe how these animals must be milked.  The SOP must contain enough information to ensure that a relief milker can milk animals with abnormal milk and keep the milk out of the bulk tank.
Also, milking is a Critical Control Point on a dairy farm because it is the last step in the process of producing milk where you can prevent treated milk from being shipped. When milking, you must ensure that milk from treated animals that have not met appropriate withdrawal times is not shipped for human consumption.  To prevent treated milk from entering the bulk tank, establish an SOP for milking treated animals in the workbook to describe how these animals must be milked.  The SOP must contain enough information to ensure that a relief milker can milk treated animals and keep the milk out of the bulk tank. 
Following are some points that should be taken into account while you produce your own SOP.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Discard the milk from those quarters that have abnormal milk (e.g. mastitic milk, bloody milk) and for the first 3 days in milk (colostrums) (MAPAP) for the first 5 days.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Check both permanent and temporary treatment records to determine which animals’ milk is unfit for consumption. Use a blackboard or white board that is visible in the parlour or barn and is close to where milking takes place to remind the operator of a treated animal. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Identify animals with abnormal milk. Use a distinctly different colour of leg band to distinguish special animals. For cattle that have milk unfit for human consumption, mark red crosses on the animals’ rumps as an additional precaution. See Chapter 4 for more examples of identifying treated cattle. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Segregate animals with abnormal milk. The risk shipping abnormal milk is reduced if animals with abnormal milk are kept separately from the herd. If these animals are milked last into the milkline, make sure the milk delivery line or transfer line is taken off the bulk tank before milking them.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Establish a routine for handling abnormal milk from animals that cannot be segregated. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Clean, check and maintain an extra milking unit used for milking animals with abnormal milk. Maintain these units in the same manner as the other units. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

If the animal has not been treated, use a quarter milker to discard the milk from a single infected quarter. This allows you to improve milk quality without having to discard too much milk.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Never use quarter milkers on a treated animal.  Antibiotics can be released into the milk regardless of the site of entry.  For example, treatment into one quarter will result in residues in the other non-treated quarters. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Clearly identify animals infected with contagious bacteria (e.g., Strep. agalactiae and Staph. aureus) and milk them separately to prevent the spread of contagious diseases to other animals. If possible, designate one milking unit for milking infected animals or milk them last. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

After milking an animal with contagious bacteria, disinfect the unit by 

· automatic back-flushing; 

· manually disinfecting each unit. The recommended method for manual disinfecting is 
· first, rinse both the exterior and interior of the unit, 
· next, dip the claw in a sanitising solution containing 25-50 ppm of iodine ⎯ensure solution stays in contact with interior of claw for 30 seconds, and 
· finally, rinse the claw and let it drain. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Whenever possible, milk cattle with a doubtful status, such as purchased replacement and high SCC cows, after the healthy animals and before the infected ones. This will reduce the risk of spreading a contagious infection. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Whenever possible, milk early lactation cattle before late lactation cattle, as they are less at risk of being infected by a contagious microorganism. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Check the treatment records to ensure a treated animal has met the appropriate withdrawal times for milk before shipping her milk. Treatments include medicines, pesticides, and medicated feeds. Use a blackboard or white 

board that is visible in the parlour or barn and is close to where milking takes place to remind the operator of a treated animal. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

When an animal calves, check treatment records to make sure the withdrawal times for any dry cow treatments have been met before shipping her milk. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

If new animals are purchased [e.g. springing heifers (less than 60 days before calving), lactating cattle, or dry cows] test their milk and ensure that it passes the official provincial regulatory test before shipping the milk. Record the test results (Record 10). New lactating animals, dry cows or springing heifers may have been treated previous to arriving on a producer’s farm and the seller may not have known or may have neglected to pass on the treatment information; therefore, these new animals are considered an antibiotic residue risk. A discussion on antibiotic test kits can be found at the end of this chapter. If the previous owner writes a letter guaranteeing that the animal is free from chemical residues or outlining the treatment(s) administered to the animal and with the appropriate withdrawal times, then you do not have to test the animal’s milk. In order for the letter to be valid, the previous owner must have owned the animal for at least the last two months. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ensure residual treated milk remaining in equipment after milking a treated animal is not shipped. Some ways to achieve this are:

· Clean, check and maintain extra milking unit used for fresh or treated animals. Maintain these units in the same manner as the other units. 
· Milk treated animals last and remove the swing pipe from the bulk tank before starting to milk them. 

· If treated animals are milked between untreated animals, they should be milked into a bucket or a trap pail. Quickly rinsing the four teat cups, claw, tubes, weight jar and meter after the treated animal may not be enough; make sure these components are rinsed thoroughly. With an extra milking unit there is less risk of error. If the trap pail is connected to the milkline, make sure it can not spill into it. It is safer to use a vacuum source other than the milkline for the trap bucket. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ensure milkers know the farm’s system for identifying treated animals. As required in the SOP for treating an animal, treated animals must be identified. See Chapter 4 for more information. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Establish a routine for handling milk from treated animals that cannot be segregated.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 

House dry cattle separately from the milking herd. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

House treated animals separately from the milking herd.






