gblais
Pa


Pag
Page 1

SOP 6 SHIPPING ANIMALS

2.


Reference manual section 8.1, Shipping animals, page 8-2

Shipping animals is a Critical Control Point on a dairy farm because it is the last step in the process where you can control whether or not an animal carrying a chemical residue or broken needle is shipped, or whether the appropriate information is transferred to the next buyer or transporter. 
To ensure that all personnel on a farm understand and follow the same procedures when shipping an animal, and to prevent animals with chemical residues or broken needles from entering the human food chain, establish an SOP for shipping  animals in the Workbook describing the procedures that must be followed when shipping animals.  The SOP must contain a step to ensure that cattle are identified according to ATQ and it must contain enough information to ensure that someone shipping animals would not cause a hazard to milk or meat.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Check the treatment records to ensure animals have met the appropriate withdrawal times for milk and meat before shipping them (Record 10). Treatments include medicines, pesticides, and medicated feeds. Some treatments have very long meat withdrawal times (especially if used extra-label), so ensure you check far enough back to ensure that withdrawals have been met.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Check the treatment records to ensure animals do not have broken needles in them (Record 11)..
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ensure animals are identified according to CCIA (NLID) standards or Agri-tracabilité Québec.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If animals are going directly to slaughter, withdrawal times must be met before shipping. If animals carry broken needles, the information must be passed on to the next buyer.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If animals carrying chemical residues or broken needles have to be shipped for one reason or another than slaughter, you must transfer the information to the transporter or next buyer. You must communicate information on broken needles to the next buyer to avoid consumers finding needles in meat. A treatment record and/or log of the site of the broken needle and the animal’s identification must accompany the animal.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Or do not ship the animals before the milk or meat withdrawal times have been met.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Alternatively, if an animal has been treated and the milk and meat withdrawal times have not been met, keep the animal until after the withdrawals and then ship.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ensure all individuals who work with dairy animals are aware of the SOP for shipping cattle and follow proper withdrawal periods and administration techniques (see Chapter 4).






